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The Regional 
Artemisinin-Resistance 
Initiative (RAI3E)

 Launched in 2014 in response to 
the emergence of artemisinin-
resistant malaria in the GMS.

 Funded by The Global Fund.

 Supports purchase of key malaria 
commodities, including vector 
control, diagnostics and quality-
assured drugs

 Enables development of 
surveillance systems and case 
management by community 
health workers.

 Builds resilient and sustainable 
health and community systems.



18th RAI Regional Steering Committee 
Meeting – Malaria Epidemiological Update



Key Achievements Key Challenge – Budget Absorption

18th RAI Regional Steering Committee 
Meeting – RAI3E Grant Update



RAI2E Completed and Ongoing Operational Research Projects

SR Country Project Timeframe

IPC Cambodia

Effectiveness of forest-based 

interventions in large forests of 

Cambodia

January 2018 –

March 2021

MORU

Cambodia, 

Lao PDR,  

Thailand

Chemoprophylaxis in Cambodia, 

Lao PDR and Thailand

January 2018 –June 

2021

SMRU Myanmar

Assessment of environmental 

factors that influence malaria 

transmission

January 2018 –June 

2021

AFRIMS Cambodia
Chemoprophylaxis among border 

armed forces

January 2018 –

March 2022

BI Myanmar
Evaluation of community delivered 

models in Lao PDR and Myanmar

January 2018 –

March 2022

HSD Cambodia

Piloting radical cure of P vivax in 

Cambodia using G6PD RDT and 

primaquine

January 2018 -

June 2022

UCSF Lao, Thailand

Community-based ACD and 

treatment in high-risk groups in Lao 

PDR and Thailand

January 2018 –

August 2022
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RAI3E Ongoing Operational Research Projects

SR Country Project

MORU
Cambodia, 

Thailand, Vietnam

Sustaining village health worker programmes

with expanded roles in the GMS

IPC
Cambodia,

Lao PDR

Plasmodium vivax elimination in the GMS: 

targeting the hypnozoite reservoir, expanding 

access to radical cure treatments and 

enhancing safe and effective case 

management

BI

Cambodia, Lao 

PDR, Myanmar, 

Vietnam

Personal protection packages for reducing 

residual malaria transmission in forest-going 

mobile and migrant populations in the Greater 

Mekong Subregion(GMS): Stepped-wedge trials 

with nested mixed methods study

BI

Cambodia, Lao 

PDR, Myanmar, 

Thailand, Vietnam, 

Yunnan (China)

Optimizing reactive surveillance and response 

strategies to achieve malaria elimination across 

the Greater Mekong Subregion



18th RAI Regional Steering Committee Meeting –
Operational Research Update

Choosing interventions to eliminate forest malaria: preliminary results of two operational research 
studies inside Cambodian forests. Kunkel, A, Nguon, C, Iv , S, Chhim, S, Peov, D, Kong, P, Kim, S, Im, S, 
Debackere, M, Khim, N, Popov ici, J, Srun, S, Vantaux, A, Guintran, JO, Witkowski, B, Piola, P. Malar J. 
2021 https://malariajournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12936-020-03572-3

The impact of community-delivered models of malaria control and elimination: a systematic 
rev iew, Win Han Oo, Lisa Gold, Kerryn Moore, Paul A. Agius and Freya J. I. Fowkes, BMC Malaria 
Journal, 2019. https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31387588/

Community demand for comprehensive primary health care from malaria volunteers in South-
East Myanmar: a qualitative study, Win Han Oo, Elizabeth Hoban, Lisa Gold, Kyu Kyu Than, Thazin La, 
Aung Thi, Freya J.I. Fowkes. BMC Malaria Journal, 2021.https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33407489/

Optimising Myanmar’s community-delivered malaria volunteer model: a qualitative study of 
stakeholders’ perspectives, Win Han Oo, Elizabeth Hoban, Lisa Gold, Kyu Kyu Than, Thazin La, Aung 
Thi, Freya J.I. Fowkes. BMC Malaria Journal, 
2021. (https://malariajournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12936-021-03612-6)

https://malariajournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12936-020-03572-3
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31387588/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33407489/
https://malariajournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12936-021-03612-6


18th RAI 
Regional 
Steering 

Committee 
Meeting –
Decisions

 The RSC endorsed a request from the Mekong Malaria 
Elimination programme for resources in 2022 to maintain 
the deployment of international and national 
epidemiologists at sub-national level.

 The RSC endorsed plans for media outreach and 
advocacy to enhance the visibility of the progress made 
under RAI. 

 The RSC endorsed the appointment of the Executive 
Committee as the task force to support the RCM/CCM 
Evolution process. 

 The RSC endorsed the wide sharing of the Independent 
Monitoring Panel’s literature review of 8-aminoquinoline 
therapy for P. vivax malaria in the GMS.

 Given the non-functioning of the Myanmar CCM, the RSC 
is providing limited oversight support to enable activities 
funded by the Global Fund under RAI3E and C19RM. 

 The 19th RSC Meeting is provisionally planned for 11-12 
May. 



RSC and CCM Collaboration

Mandate/ Activity Regional Steering Committee National CCMs

1. Defining strategic 

funding priorities and 

resource allocation

1.1 Funding Request • Responsible for ov erall coordination & submission

• Prov ides high-level regional guidance, ensures regional coherence

• Dev elops regional component directly, in consultation with CCMs

• Ensures inv olvement/consultation with national/regional stakeholders

• Responsible for dev elopment of Country Components

• Ensures alignment with applicable national guidance / NSP

• Ensures inv olvement/consultation with national stakeholders

1.2 PR/Co-PR selection • GF decision to appoint UNOPS as a single regional PR

• No role in endorsing national co-PRs

• CCMs can propose a national co-PR or Principal Sub-Recipient for 

country components (confirmed by GF)

1.3 SR selection • Directly responsible for SR selection for the regional component (confirmed by GF)

• Consults with national CCMs on SR selection for the regional component (eg. CCMs inv olved as panel 

members and/or consulted prior to final RSC decision)

• No direct role in endorsing country component SRs (but RSC members may be inv ited to join CCM 

selection panels)

• Directly responsible for SR selection for country components 

(confirmed by GF)

• Prov ides inputs/feedback to SR selection for regional component

1.4 Re-allocation of 

sav ings, 

reprogramming, 

extensions

• Can directly approve re-allocation, reprogramming or extension of regional component funds/activities 

(national CCMs are notified of RSC decision)

• Can approve the re-allocation of funds between components/countries, after consultation with CCMs

• Can directly approve re-allocation, reprogramming or extension of 

country component funds (RSC is notified of CCM decision)

2. Grant oversight

2.1 Progress Update 

reports

• Receiv es all Progress Update reports from regional PR (all countries/components)

• Receiv es PR quarterly update and circulates to CCMs

• Receiv es Progress Update reports from regional PR / co-PR / PSR 

(country component & regional component activities implemented 

at country-level)

2.2 Ov ersight activities • Commissions independent assessment of progress through Independent Monitoring Panel (IMP)

• Consults closely with CCMs in planning/preparation of IMP activities (CCMs can be invited to participate 

in RSC/IMP activities)

• Shares relev ant oversight information, including IMP reports, with CCMs

• Flags to CCMs any issues of concern or identified bottlenecks

• Holds national-level oversight activities (eg. field v isits) on a regular 

basis (RSC can be inv ited in CCM oversight activities)

• Shares ov ersight plans, reports and recommendations with RSC

• Flags to RSC any issues of concern or identified bottlenecks



RAI Executive Document



Thank you

rscsecretariat@who.int

Link to 18th RSC Meeting Documents and Presentations

mailto:rscsecretariat@who.int
https://worldhealthorg-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/soph_who_int/EifohEXQIPBOm9spk4lm56IBFbydInfJOLNMZHnAXs_uTQ

